
 

 

Mayor D. Dwayne Tuggle called a regular monthly meeting of the Amherst Town Council to order August 

8, 2018, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 174 S. Main Street. It was noted that 

a quorum was present as follows: 
 

P D. Dwayne Tuggle P Kenneth G. Bunch                 

P Andrá Higginbotham P Mark A. Stinnett 

P Kenneth S. Watts P Rachel A. Carton 

Town Manager Sara E. Carter, Town Attorney W. Thomas Berry, Clerk of Council Vicki K. Hunt, Office 

Manager Tracie L. Wright, Police Chief Robert A. Shiflett, II, Director of Plants Gary Williams, and 

Utilities Maintenance Foreman Charles Thompson, were present.  

Recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was followed by an invocation by Andrá Higginbotham. 

 

Mayor D. Dwayne Tuggle opened the floor for citizen comments.  

 

Cliff Hart, Amherst, VA, came forward to thank staff for including the VDOT roundabout informational 

video on the new town website.  

 

Alex Motley, Amherst, VA, came forward on behalf of the Amherst Mountain Biking Club to thank Town 

Council for taking the time to consider allowing the Club to establish a bike trail system.  

  

Mattie Nicholson, Sweet Briar Intern, was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation by Mayor Tuggle 

for outstanding performance and work in strengthening our workplace and community through creativity 

and lasting contributions to the Town of Amherst. 

 

Mr. Watts commended Director of Plants Gary Williams and his staff for their exemplary performance 

and contributions resulting in a lower than ever passing score for HAA5 (Chlorine Disinfection 

Byproducts).  

 

Gary Christie and Ben Bowman from Region 2000 Local Government Council presented that agency's 

annual activity report. 

 

Mrs. Carton made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Stinnett and carried 5-0 to approve the minutes 

from the July 11, 2018, meeting.  Mrs. Carton and Messrs. Higginbotham, Watts, Bunch and Stinnett 

voted “Aye.”   

 

After noting that §15.2-2232 of the Code of Virginia indicates that no public utility facility, whether 

publicly or privately owned, shall be constructed, established or authorized, unless and until the general 

location or approximate location, character, and extent has been submitted to and approved by the 

commission as being substantially in accord with the adopted comprehensive plan or part thereof, and in 

connection with any such determination, the commission may, and at the direction of the governing body 

shall, hold a public hearing after notice, the Town Manager reported that the Planning Commission made 

a determination that the use of 127 W. Court Street for a Police Station is substantially in accord with the 

adopted Town of Amherst Comprehensive Plan and voted 4-0-2 to recommend that Town Council 

purchase 127 W. Court Street as recommended by staff. 
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After discussion, Mr. Watts made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Bunch and carried 5-0 to confirm 

the Planning Commission’s determination the use of 127 W. Court Street for a Police Station is found to 

be substantially in accord with the adopted Town of Amherst Comprehensive Plan. Mrs. Carton and 

Messrs. Higginbotham, Watts, Bunch and Stinnett voted “Aye.”   

 

After discussion, Mrs. Carton made a motion that was seconded by Mr. Stinnett to approve a Resolution 

to Enable Staff to Proceed with the Purchase of 127 West Court Street from Charles and Phyllis Brown 

for the Purpose of a Town Police Station as recommended by staff.  The motion 5-0 via the roll call method 

with Mrs. Carton and Messrs. Higginbotham, Watts, Bunch and Stinnett voting “Aye.”   A copy of the 

Resolution is attached and made a part of these minutes.  

 

After discussion, Mr. Stinnett made a motion that was seconded by Mrs. Carton and carried 5-0 to hold a 

public hearing on September 12, 2018, on an amendment to Section 18.1-601.01 of the Zoning Ordinance 

that would, if approved, allow non-conforming lots to be used for single family residential development 

if they were legal at the time of subdivision, can meet all setback requirements, and provide for the safe 

provision of water and wastewater.   Mrs. Carton and Messrs. Higginbotham, Watts, Bunch and Stinnett 

voted “Aye.”   

 

After discussion, Mr. Watts made a motion that was seconded by Mrs. Carton to approve appropriation of 

$44,668.56 from the water fund cash balance to the water fund for 2018 FY as recommended by staff.  

The motion 5-0 via the roll call method with Mrs. Carton and Messrs. Higginbotham, Watts, Bunch and 

Stinnett voting “Aye.”    

 

By consensus of Council, Town Manager Carter is authorized to proceed with work on details for a user 

agreement between the Town of Amherst and Amherst Mountain Biking Club for a multi-use bike trail 

for L. Barnes, Sr. Business and Industrial Park to be reviewed by the Industrial Development Authority, 

stating the responsibilities of parties, i.e.,  issues of liability to include safety crossing major highways, 

maintenance, movement of the established bike trail to accommodate new businesses, and connectivity to 

future bike trails.   

 

Mayor D. Dwayne Tuggle opened the floor for citizen comments.  

 

Cliff Hart, Amherst, VA, came forward to recognize and thank Tim Ware for his support and contributions 

to the Town of Amherst.  

 

Janice Wheaton, Amherst, VA, came forward in support of the bike trail at Brockman Park.  

 

Tim Ware, Amherst, VA, came forward in support of the bike trail at Brockman Park.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned on a motion by Mr. Watts seconded by Mrs. Carton 

7:50 PM. 

 

______________________________________  

D. Dwayne Tuggle 

Mayor   

Attest: ___________________________  

     Clerk of Council 
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A RESOLUTION TO ENABLE STAFF TO PROCEED WITH THE PURCHASE OF 127 WEST COURT 

STREET FROM CHARLES AND PHYLLIS BROWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF A TOWN POLICE 

STATION.   

Whereas, a safe and secure community make the Town a desirable place to live and work, and 

Whereas, Town Council expressed their desire to have an independent police department building, and  

Whereas, a variety of options have been considered, and 

Whereas, there are limited locations in appropriate locations, with the correct square footage and zoning within 

the Town for the purposes of a police station, and 

Whereas, this property is convenient to downtown, zoned B-1, and contains 2000 square feet of space with 

excellent parking and access, and 

Whereas, the property has been offered to the Town for a purchase price of $190,000,   

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that the Town Council authorizes staff to proceed with the purchase of said 

property, subject to the conditions constrained in the real estate contract, and to pay for the cost of the purchase, 

including surveying and legal fees, as well as any other ancillary costs from the Town’s capital funds.  

 

Adopted in the Town of Amherst, Virginia this 8th day of August, 2018. 

 

 

__________________________ 

Mayor Dwayne Tuggle 

Attest: 

___________________________ 

Clerk of Council 

 


